
 

 
 

Brussels, 9 March 2020 
 

CORONAVIRUS 

WE SEE HARD WORK AND PROGRESS IN THE 

COMMISSION’S PROTECTIVE MEASURES BUT… 

 

TAO-AFI, the Association of Independent Officials, takes seriously its 

responsibility as representative of the Commission staff. It is our job to make 

sure that the Administration proactively takes all appropriate measures to 

protect its staff. Of course, it is also our responsibility to manage prudently the 

information we receive from colleagues and to supplement the Commission’s 

efforts.  

 

Recently, Commissioner Hahn addressed communications to the Commission 

staff where we see a positive change in tone and substance in the strategy to 

address this health crisis. Fortunately, we are moving from hiding behind the 

debatable Belgian authorities’ first reactions to the crisis to a much more 

determined, transparent and pro-active approach as adopted by the European 

Parliament for weeks.   

 

Furthermore, there is a critical logistical response to the crisis, which includes 

the availability of disinfectant materials and equipment for the cleaning services, 

a generous display of alcohol rub dispensers in the Commission corridors, and so 

on.  

 

Indeed, TAO-AFI gives priority to the high standards of protection represented 

by the precaution principle implemented by the European Parliament. We 

advocate acting before the damage happens. 

 



 

TAO-AFI will be vigilant in making sure that the Administration fully follows the 

principle of precaution, and provides with the necessary resources. 

 

Previously, TAO-AFI requested the following measures. Please see below a 

mark on where we stand with the information available to us: 

 

• Close European Schools for two weeks: 

 We understand the preventive measures that the European Schools 

managers in coordination with the parents are taking in this direction. 

Obviously, appropriate teleworking options for the parents is part of 

the equation. 

• Create a medical and inter-institutional task force: 

 We believe it is partially implemented. 

• Carry out checks on all staff who have been in contact with sick 

colleagues:  

 We believe there is much more to be done in this field. 

• Temperature control at the entrance of all Commission buildings:  

 We have no information on the implementation of this measure yet. 

• 14-day quarantine for all colleagues returning from vacation in high 

infected areas:  

 Work in progress.  

 Disinfect all rooms twice per day:  

 Work in progress.  

• Provide staff with disinfectant gel in all buildings:  

 Work in progress. 

• Cancel all visits to the Institution:  

 Work in progress.  

• Encourage telework as much as possible:  

 We believe there is much more to be done in this field. For instance, 

we would encourage our administration to test out the technical 

feasibility of putting one whole DG in telework for one full day. 

Adjustments should then be taken to make sure teleworking is efficient 

for all staff should we come to that. 

 

Additionally, TAO-AFI supports the recent measures adopted by the European 

Parliament to grant teleworking rights by simple request for staff with pre-



 

existing health conditions.  

 

We follow very closely the situation of our colleagues at the Ispra site. Our 

thoughts of full support are with them.  

 

In a positive and hopeful note concerning a wider front in the fight against 

coronavirus, we congratulate the Commission for increasing the research funds 

to support the scientific teams that are around the world working to obtain the 

much needed vaccination development, treatment and diagnosis. 
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